
BWNA GENERAL MEETING NOTES
Monday, February 7, 2022

Board Members in Attendance

Tim Gillespie, Al Ellis, Karla Lenox, Patty Nelson, Tim Hemstreet, Gary Hancock, Andrew Rinke, Sam 
Balto, John Sandie, Derek Humbard, Susan Trabucco

Excused:  Barb Strunk

Portland Bureau of Transportation Guests:  Carlos Hernandez – PBOT Interim Manager – Traffic 
Operations; Clay Veka – PBOT traffic safety/Vision Zero Program Coordinator; Scott Cohen – Greenway 
Program – Priority bike/ped routes for safe routes to school, slow streets program

Neighborhood Guests:  Pamela Bock, Greg Foran, Angela Frome, Catherine Milne, Mary Laughlin, Maya 
Lopez, Aaron Breakstone, Diane Charlton, Victor Doung

Welcome – Tim Gillespie

Introductions – Andrew Rinke

Meeting & Association Governance

 Meeting Agenda:  Al requested “Graffiti” be added to the agenda as “Other Items.” It was 
moved and seconded.  Agenda was updated.

 Meeting Minutes:  January BWNA Board meeting minutes were moved to be accepted and 
seconded.  Approved with no edits.

Main Topic:  Traffic Safety on Our Streets – John Sandie, Transportation Committee Chair 

John Sandie introduced the topic.  Concerns have been raised by neighborhood.  Transportation 
Committee met and reviewed issues.  (Summary attached).  Walking through each item of focus:

Pedestrian Safety on Fremont Business Corridor:  NE 42nd to NE 51st

This area sees a lot of vehicular and pedestrian traffic.  A pedestrian was killed in December at NE 44th 
and Fremont.  Investigation has not been completed, but information to date suggests that the 
pedestrians were crossing at NE 43rd northbound toward Green Dog Pet Supply.  Eastbound vehicle 
stopped and westbound vehicle hit pedestrians.  Lighting and visibility have been mentioned as possible 
factor.  It was dark winter night.  Unclear if raining.  

Suggested areas to review:  

 Lighting – Is there sufficient lighting and is lighting located in the right spot for pedestrian 
safety?  Are recent changes in poles and lighting (now LED) sufficient?

 Sight Line  - Can the sight line be improved by painting and marking area either side of walk to 
keep parked cars from encroaching on crosswalk?   

 Signage – Can crosswalk sign visibility be improved by adding solar powered lights?
 Crossing Light (Rapid Flashing Beacon):  Can an RFB lighted crossing be added along Fremont?



 Are marked crossings in the right locations?  Do most pedestrians cross Fremont from the 
neighborhood on the south side to businesses on the north side?  If so , should marked cross 
walks be located at the southside corners?

 Gateway – Add a raised pedestrian crossing on Fremont at 51st to act as speed bump – alerting 
westbound vehicles entering business area and providing a safer pedestrian crossing?

 Other Suggestions made in chat box:  Flashing speed sign showing oncoming vehicle speed.  

PBOT Comments:  

Carlos explained that marked crossings are placed where warranted, based on number of pedestrians 
and vehicles following federal guidelines.  RFB are installed where there is high pedestrian traffic on 
busy streets, typically 200 pedestrians/hour.  Other installations include greenway crossings on busy 
streets.  Request was made by attendee and board member for guidelines to warrant an RFB as well as 
who can authorize its installation.  Speed data from 2019 showed 80% percent of vehicles on Fremont 
travel at 25 mph in the 20-mph zone, which is considered acceptable.  New data collection may be 
warranted.  Carlos will review. 

Clay Veka explained that new marked crossing locations were coordinated with Tri-met bus stops.  

Site line improvements can be made using a combination of paint on pavement and physical barriers.  
Vertical flexible markers (“candle sticks”) do not survive long.  PBOT has considered using concrete 
blocks (such as those used in parking lots) placed perpendicular to curbs to provide physical markers of 
the 20-foot clear zone.  These improvements are not maintained by the city and would need to be 
permitted through the city and maintained by the neighborhood association.  Information will be sent to 
BWNA.

A lighting study can be completed.  Carlos will look into it.  Patty asked that they review the new poles 
and new LED lights installed last year. This is first winter with these lights.  Businesses have noted that 
the change seemed to reduce lighting on street.  Lamp locations on poles were also noted higher, with 
business owners speculating whether or not that had an impact on street lighting.  Carlos to note and 
include in lighting study request.  

A resident, Catherine, noted that she believed the tinting on windows of vehicles and service vehicles 
affects line of sight by not being able to see through the windows.  

John Sandie recommended a “walk about” (masked and social distanced) with PBOT staffers to review 
the Fremont corridor, and discuss problems and solutions.  This has been done in the past successfully.  

Alameda & Fremont

Two residents at this location were in attendance and submitted a summary of events to the BWNA.  
Cars have been hit, both moving and parked.  The issue appears to be traffic crossing Fremont on 
Alameda.  A large number of cars also turn left (westbound) onto Fremont from Alameda because there 
is no left turn signal at 41st and Fremont.  There have been incidents with bikes and vehicles which 
appear to be related to bikers yelling when vehicles don’t stop for them.   Visibility is not an issue.  
Pedestrians in marked cross-walks have to wait for vehicles to stop – many just drive past and do not 
yield.  Cones and barricades for Slow Street have had no impact and are typically moved to side of road.  



Scott Cohen initially recommended upgrading Slow Street to a permanent installation with a concrete 
planter.  Since the current Slow Street set up has not been effective, staff are re-evaluating.  Scott 
suggested a Right Turn only set-up from Alameda by setting up a barrier down the middle of Fremont 
preventing through traffic on Alameda and left turns onto Fremont.  

Patty echoed what Maya and Angela, the residents at the corner, mentioned – that vehicles use the 
intersection to make left turns onto Fremont.  Patty pointed out that turning left onto Fremont east of 
NE 41st is problematic with the congestion from the business corridor and cars backing up on Fremont 
from signal at 42nd.  As a result, many neighborhood residents head west on Siskiyou or Klickitat to 
Alameda and then turn left onto Fremont.   The ridge creates barriers to other options.  A solution for 
Alameda and Fremont should address safety issues as well as accommodating turning movements.  Are 
there other options to consider?

Attendees commented how this would be a great improvement.  Others raised concerns that the left 
turn movements need to be accommodated.  One suggestion was to review the intersection and make 
recommendations that address safety concerns and left turn movements.   Can the signal at NE 41st and 
Fremont be modified to accommodate a left turn movement?  Carlos confirmed that this would result in 
an unacceptable back-up, which is why it was not installed with the signalization update a few years ago.   
Gary commented that he has noted significant increase in vehicles and believes it is part of the issue.  He 
requested that this information be conveyed to others in PBOT that vehicles need to be accommodated.

Update on On-Going Projects and Committees

 Communications and Newsletter:  Al Ellis informed the committee he was stepping down from 
BWNA Newsletter Editor responsibilities but will remain active on the board.  Andrew Rinke and 
Susan Trabucco have agreed to co-edit the newsletter effective May/June edition.  The past 
newsletter had the most pages ever (20) and great content.  Thank you to all who contributed.

 Friends of Wilshire Park:  Gary reported they are still working to raise money for the water at 
the dog park.  The group is organizing a fund raiser at Steeplejack Brewpub, but no date has 
been set.  A meeting with Commissioner Rubio has also been set up to discuss possible 
additional funding for project.  Garden club planters have also been proposed for separation 
between the dog park and children’s play area.  

 Finance:  Karla provided report.  Balance $12,830.22, Venmo balance $585.62, and accounts 
receivable $2,670.  Zoom reimbursement is due to Andrew for $74.95 for 5 months.  Andrew 
has been paying Zoom and then requesting reimbursement every few months.  Karla requested 
authorization to reimburse Andrew monthly via Venmo – approved unanimously.

 Land Use:  Tim H reported the RIP II project is moving forward which will amend the adopted 
RIP land use codes allowing fourplexes on every lot.  These changes are being made to meet 
Oregon HB 2001 middle housing legislation.  

 Crime Prevention & Safety:  Patty reported that crime issues in the neighborhood are primarily 
focused around car and catalytic converter thefts.  Filing a report on-line or calling non-
emergency number are important.  City responses are data driven.  Neighbors are encouraged 
to report suspicious activity or incidents.   One group of neighbors heard shots fired, 
investigated, and retrieved a bullet casing but did not see anyone.  This was reported to police In 
another case, a car was abandoned in front of one home and later booted, only to have thieves 



return later in evening, remove the booted tire, and drive off.  Police did respond and both 
stolen cars were retrieved the next day.  

 Other Item:  Al shared that he received a request from Diane Charlton for the BWNA to consider 
bringing back their graffiti removal efforts of the past.  This included organizing and facilitating 
graffiti removal in the neighborhood.  This will be put on the March 14th meeting agenda.  

Upcoming Events, Final Announcements

 Next Board Meeting:  March 14, 2022
 April 11, 2022 – Annual Elections

Respectfully submitted:  Patty Nelson, board member

OFFICERS

President:  Tim Gillespie; 2915 N. E. 38th St.; 97212; gillespi@teleport.com

             503-287-6272

Vice President:  Andrew Rinke; 3707 N.E. Failing St., 97212; mailto:aprinke@gmail.com.  

503-893-2504

Secretary:  Barbara Strunk; 3444 N. E. 35th Place, 97212; wolsey_9@hotmail.com

503-284-7502

Treasurer:  Karla Lenox; 4342 N. E. 36th Ave., 97211; karla.lenox@centurylink.net

             Cell 503-686-5915

Immediate Past President:  Tim Hemstreet; 3225 NE 42nd Ave., 97213; themstre@yahoo.com

             Home: 503-239-6231 (preferred); Cell:  503-807-4001

AT-LARGE DIRECTORS

Position # 1: John Sandie; 3425 N. E. Fremont St., 97212; sandiefam@gmail.com

Cell  219-508-4162

Position # 2: Al Ellis; 3635 N. E. Skidmore St., 97211; aje0280@gmail.com

home = 503-287-0477 (preferred)   Cell  971-219-1831

Position # 3: Sam Balto; 4336 NE 35th Ave., 97211; sambalto@gmail.com 

 Cell 202-309-0343



Position # 4: vacant

Position # 5: Patty Nelson; 4230 NE Klickitat St., 97213; patty4230@gmail.com                                   

503-281-8035

Position # 6: Gary Hancock; 3404 N. E. Bryce St., 97212; outside503@aol.com

503-367-0862 

Position # 7:  Derek Humbard; 3919 N.E. 41st Ave., 97212; dhumbard@gmail.com

503-351-4523 

/Position # 8:  vacant

Position #9: vacant

Position # 10: vacant


