
Minutes of Beaumont-Wilshire Neighborhood Association (BWNA)

Board Meeting Via Zoom

November 8, 2021

Attendance (Board of Directors): Tim Gillespie, Barbara Strunk, Andrew Rinke, Karla Lenox, Tim 
Hemstreet, Al Ellis, Sam Balto, John Sandie, Derek Humbard

Neighborhood Members and others attending:  Jan Gillespie, Kelly Sweeney

Excused: Patty Nelson, Gary Hancock

Meeting called to order: At 7:00pm by Tim Gillespie, President. 

The November 8, 2021 meeting agenda was unanimously approved.

Minutes:   Minutes from the October 11, 2021 BWNA board meeting were approved 
unanimously. Minutes will be posted on the BWNA website.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Karla Lenox reported: As of 10/31/21 total cash in the bank: 
$11845.25. Venmo balance: $190.04. No Accounts Receivable. Expenses incurred in October, 
2021 paid from BWNA main checking account: $1269.60 for printing the November/December 
2021 BWNA newsletter.

Committee Reports, Updates on Ongoing Projects, and Recent Issues

a. Follow-up on BWNA Vision Committee Survey: Andrew Rinke reported the following issues.  
A high-level report to the neighborhood has been shared. 1) So far, there has been no response 
from neighbors regarding the data report. 2) Crime and safety issues are a concern for 
residents. Patty Nelson has agreed to work on this issue.  3) What is BWNA’s role in terms of 
coordinating with other neighborhoods and Central Northeast Neighbors (CNN) regarding crime 
and safety issues?  More teamwork seems needed between neighborhoods.  4) It was proposed 
that there be more communication and teamwork between neighborhoods. There could be a 
regular e-mail exchange of newsletters of CNN neighborhoods (BWNA, Grant Park, Rose City 
Park, Roseway, Cully, Sunderland, Madison South).  Barb Strunk will bring this up at the 
upcoming CNN meeting.     

b. Follow-up on Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District: Barbara Strunk reports that a few 
members of the CNN board met with a staff member of Mingus Mapps’ office regarding the 
proposed Cully TIF and the lack of transparency about the process.  Tim Hemstreet, as BWNA 
land use chair, and Barbara, as representative to CNN, will keep an eye on the development of 
the Cully TIF project.  

c. Crime Prevention and Safety Committee Update:  Andrew Rinke reported for Patty Nelson: 
The Portland Police Department is understaffed and appears to have very limited ability to 
respond to neighborhood concerns. Neighbors should be invited to air their concerns with the 
BWNA Board, as well as letting Portland City Commissioners know what concerns they have 
regarding crime in the area. On the BWNA website is information about what and how issues 
should be reported to the police.  



d. Friends of Wilshire Park Committee Update:  An article by BWNA resident Mary Rooney 
about Wilshire Park is in the current BWNA newsletter. There will be a planting session on 
12/4/21 along the south fence of the park. There is new mulch in the off-leash dog area.      

e. Transportation Committee Update: John Sandie reports that Scott Cohen of PBOT Safe 
Streets Program will attend the BWNA December 2020 General meeting. The formal city 
traffic/speed data on NE Skidmore St. does not indicate a speeding problem.

f. New Neighbor Welcoming Project: Al reports that 13 packets have been delivered to new 
neighbors. Andrew Rinke is also one of the people delivering new neighbor packets. BWNA has 
received 60 additional discount cards from Backyard Bird Shop to deliver to new neighbors.

g. Newsletter Update:  1) Al reports that the printer of the BWNA newsletter is great to work 
with and very responsive. In addition to printing newsletter inserts regarding the recent blood 
drive in the last issue he got the newsletters printed a little sooner than usual.  2) So far there 
have been few scavenger hunt answers submitted so far. Deadline for answers is December 3.  
4) Neighbors are encouraged to send poems for the newsletter. 5) Peter Mogielnicki suggests 
interviewing local BWNA artists for newsletter articles. 6) An ongoing problem is having enough 
space in the newsletter for all the proposed articles.  Suggestions regarding space issues 
included: a) add 4 more pages to some newsletter issues; b) Reduce the length of the articles, 
and c) continue or expand online versions of the newsletter.    

h. Communications Committee Updates: There was initial discussion regarding creating a 
community forum online.  So far, the number of emails to BWNA is manageable for getting 
responses to neighborhood residents. 

i. Central Northeast Neighbors Coalition:  It is reported that there will be temporary mini-pods 
set up for homeless people by We Shine PDX next to the old Gordon’s Fireplace building. 
(Update since the 11/8/21 BWNA meeting: the pods will not be located there.)   N.E. Hancock 
has three new speed bumps between N.E. 36th and Cesar Chavez near Beverly Cleary Grade 
School.   Many Slow Streets projects will likely be made permanent.   

j. Report on Results of the November 7 Blood Drive:  40 people donated blood. There were 13 
walk-ins. 44 units of blood were donated, far greater that was hoped for.  ½ of blood donors 
were first time donors. 5 Red Cross staff worked very hard. The flyers in the BWNA newsletter 
appear to have been very effective.  The success of the drive was because of the “labor of love” 
by Tim Gillespie, Jan Gillespie and Karla Lenox. $700.00 was donated to the Beaumont 
Resiliency Fund associated with the blood drive.

k. Latest round of CNN Mini-Grants: This discussion was tabled until the next BWNA meeting. 
Applications are due December 30, 2021. Information will be sent out to the BWNA board via 
email.



General Discussion of Other Issues of Recent Concern 

a. Neighbor Concern with McPeet’s Street Tents on NE 45th: Noise at night continues to be a 
concern, with repeated complaints by neighbors. 45th Ave continues to be blocked by PBOT at 
Fremont. Near neighbors of McPeet’s have been invited to attend the BWNA meeting to discuss 
this issue but, so far, have chosen not to attend.  Closing streets is a City of Portland decision, 
with no input from BWNA or neighbors.  There is a Good Neighbor Agreement with McPeet’s 
that seems to have somewhat helped the noise problem. It is unknown whether near neighbors 
have approached McPeet’s about the noise issue, or have just contacted BWNA. Al will talk to 
the complainant and discussion will continue at December’s BWNA meeting.

Upcoming Events, Final Announcements:  There will be two speakers at the December, 2021 
BWNA General Meeting: Ryan Baker will discuss Portland’s Neighborhood Emergency Team, 
and Scott Cohen from the Portland Bureau of Transportation will discuss the NE 
Alameda/Fremont intersection.  (Update: Scott Cohen will not be attending the December 13, 
2021 BWNA meeting.)

Status of Upcoming Meetings: In-person via Zoom:  Gary Hancock’s suggestion that all future 
meetings be conducted via Zoom was discussed.  It is not certain that we currently have an in-
person venue. Bethany Lutheran Church may not be open for in-person community activities. 
Tim Gillespie will check in to the availability for in-person meetings.  The December, 2021 
BWNA meeting will be via Zoom.

Offer of a presentation for a future meeting:  the County Tax Assessor has offered to speak at 
a future BWNA General Meeting. This offer will be discussed at a future BWNA meeting.

Airport Noise Committee:  Kelly Sweeney reported that he is a member of the Portland Airport 
noise committee. The 15 members of the committee are chosen by jurisdiction (cities, counties 
near the airport), and try to impact noise policy. NextDoor comments are a good indicator of 
possible noise problems.  There continue to be F15 jet noise complaints. Complaints increase 
during the summer. Kelly suggests getting a speaker from the airport to discuss noise issues at a 
BWNA General Meeting.  David Breen is a representative from the airport noise office.                                            

Meeting adjourned by President Tim Gillespie at 8:40pm

Respectfully submitted, Barbara Strunk, Secretary

OFFICERS

President:  Tim Gillespie; 2915 N. E. 38th St.; 97212; gillespi@teleport.com

             503-287-6272

Vice President:  Andrew Rinke; 3707 N.E. Failing St., 97212; mailto:aprinke@gmail.com.  

503-893-2504

Secretary:  Barbara Strunk; 3444 N. E. 35th Place, 97212; wolsey_9@hotmail.com

503-284-7502



Treasurer:  Karla Lenox; 4342 N. E. 36th Ave., 97211; karla.lenox@centurylink.net

             Cell 503-686-5915

Immediate Past President:  Tim Hemstreet; 3225 NE 42nd Ave., 97213; themstre@yahoo.com

             Home: 503-239-6231 (preferred); Cell:  503-807-4001

AT-LARGE DIRECTORS

Position # 1: John Sandie; 3425 N. E. Fremont St., 97212; sandiefam@gmail.com

Cell  219-508-4162

Position # 2: Al Ellis; 3635 N. E. Skidmore St., 97211; aje0280@gmail.com

home = 503-287-0477 (preferred)   cell = 971-219-1831

Position # 3: Sam Balto; 4336 NE 35th Ave., 97211; sambalto@gmail.com 

 Cell 202-309-0343

Position # 4: vacant

Position # 5: Patty Nelson; 4230 NE Klickitat St., 97213; patty4230@gmail.com                                   

503-281-8035

Position # 6: Gary Hancock; 3404 N. E. Bryce St., 97212; outside503@aol.com

503-367-0862 

Position # 7:  Derek Humbard; 3919 N.E. 41st Ave., 97212; dhumbard@gmail.com

503-351-4523 

Position # 8:  vacant

Position #9: vacant

Position # 10: vacant


