
Minutes of Beaumont-Wilshire Neighborhood Association (BWNA)

Board Meeting Via Zoom

September 13, 2021

Attendance (Board of Directors): Tim Gillespie, Gary Hancock, Barbara Strunk, Andrew Rinke,

Tim Hemstreet, Karla Lenox, Sam Balto, Patty Nelson, John Sandie, Derek Humbard

Neighborhood Members and others attending: NA

Excused: Al Ellis

Meeting called to order: At 7:00pm by Tim Gillespie, President.

The September 13, 2021 meeting agenda was unanimously approved.

Minutes: Minutes from the August 9, 2021 BWNA board meeting were approved unanimously.

Minutes will be posted on the BWNA website.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Karla Lenox reported: As of 8/31/21 cash in the bank: $12829.32.

Karla has checked with Central Northeast Neighbors coalition staff and was advised that she can

write checks to pay bills incurred by BWNA without a formal vote from the BWNA board. Bills to

be paid:  1) To Andrew for 4 months of Zoom fees; 2) To Karla for $326.50 of the upcoming

blood drive costs (Beaumont-Wilshire PTA to cover the other ½ of costs); 3) $99.00 for yearly

post office box fee; 4) $1281.60 for upcoming newsletter printing; 5 To John Sandie for $2.50

Venmo payment.

Updates on Ongoing Projects and Committee Reports

a. Communications Committee: Andrew reports that the BWNA monthly email blast went out

to approximately 150 email subscribers.

b. Vision Committee: Andrew will soon be sending out an email survey to those on the BWNA

email list to help BWNA understand what is important to neighborhood residents. Neighbors

will be asked about their feelings and knowledge of BWNA. The survey will also be announced

on the BWNA website with a link to the survey. An article and link to the survey will also be

published in the next BWNA newsletter.

c. Newsletter Update: Articles for the next newsletter are due October 13. A free ad for

Backyard Bird Shop (BBS), as a thank you for BBS assistance with the BWNA new

neighbor-welcoming project, was in the last newsletter. A board discussion in the near future

will address how to acknowledge the 23 other businesses that contribute to the B-W

community. A new ad from Fed-Ex is in the BWNA newsletter advertising available jobs.

d. New Neighbor Welcoming Project (NNWP): 4-5 welcoming packets are being distributed  per

month to new neighbors. The welcome packets project is receiving very positive feedback from

recipients. More people are needed to deliver the packets and should contact Al if interested.

Regarding COVID: the NNWP delivery group has decided that wearing a mask and keeping a

distance enables volunteers to resume delivery the packets in person instead of mailing them.



Friends of Wilshire Park (FoWP): Update on dog watering station funding progress: Gary

reports that FOWP has an updated website and there is increased volunteer energy. About

$3000.00 in donations has been collected to date. Saturday, September 18, at the park, is the

kick-off effort to find more volunteers and donors. Mike Grosso of Portland Parks and

Recreation will be present. There is hope that there will be enough donations to fund a water

fountain rather than a pump handle device. FOWP is asking the City for new sand in the sand

box. A suggestion was made that FoWP speak with Carmen Rubio, commissioner in charge of

Portland Parks and Recreation, regarding City support for Wilshire Park projects.

Transportation Committee: 1) The Portland Safe Streets program director has indicated that

speed bumps or traffic calming devices on NE Skidmore St. would be considered since it would

be a connecting link; similar reasoning was used on NE Hancock to install new speed bumps. 

Note: Timing would be after repaving of 33rd Ave. scheduled for July 2022. 2) The NE Shaver St.

traffic survey was done by PBOT in August, and results are on the Portland Bureau of

Transportation website. 3) The intersection of NE Fremont and NE Alameda is of concern since

there have recently been accidents at this site. This intersection seems a candidate for a

four-way stop or a pedestrian signal, but with costs of approximately $250,000 to install a signal

it is not likely to happen. 4) Gary Hancock raised the issue of not being certain what traffic

issues the Portland Police respond to. That police generally do not seem to be responding to

traffic issues is a growing concern among neighbors. Tim G. will talk with Bill Markwart,

Beaumont Wilshire resident who has understanding of police issues, about this.

It was also suggested that BWNA reinstate its crime committee. Patty Nelson volunteered to be

part of this committee, with perhaps Tim Gillespie, Gary Hancock and Bill Markwart joining her.

Patty Nelson asked those with crime concerns to email her.

Fremont Fest: The BWNA booth at the recent Fremont Fest attracted a lot of traffic. $600.00

was donated at the booth for the Wilshire Park dog park.

Blood Drive: The joint blood drive by BWNA and the Beaumont Middle School PTA is on

November 7, from 10:00am to 3:00pm, at Beaumont Middle School. The permit for the drive

has been obtained. At least 40 donors are needed for the drive to be successful. It is currently

somewhat difficult to get blood donors because of COVID. All donors must be fully vaccinated

against COVID, per Portland Public Schools requirement, and vaccination status will be checked

at the door. To donate, sign up on www.redcrossblood.org. There will also be a BWNA email

blast about the blood drive and information on the BWNA website.

Central Northeast Neighbors Coalition Update: The goal of the proposed Cully Neighborhood

tax increment funding (TIF) plan is to stop displacement from the neighborhood. The TIF is a

partnership between Cully and Prosper Portland, a City agency, based on goals of growing

family-wage jobs, advancing opportunity for prosperity, create vibrant neighborhoods and

communities. Cully hopes to go through the TIF adoption process in 2022. Guiding principles of

the TIF have been developed but there is no identification of deliverables yet.

http://www.redcrossblood.org


General Discussion of Other Issues of Recent Concern:

a. Illegal RV parking/camping next to Wilshire Park: The 2 campers in RVs appear to have

moved on. Overnight parkers have not been seen recently next to Wilshire Park.

b. PDX Neighborhood Emergency Teams (NET) Program Participation: It is reported that the

Portland Bureau of Emergency Management wants neighborhoods to be prepared via the N.E.T.

to be self-sufficient for 1-4 weeks in event of a large emergency. Our contact to N.E.T. is Ryan

Baker of the Alameda neighborhood. Updated data on how well neighborhoods can deal with

emergencies is needed. A suggestion was made to invite Ryan Baker to speak at a BWNA

neighborhood meeting.

Welcome to New BWNA Board Member Derek Humbard: Derek was unanimously elected to

the BWNA Board after he reached out to the BWNA to join. Derek is in board position #7 for a

2-year commitment. Derek stated that his family has lived in Beaumont-Wilshire for 5 years, and

intends to live here for the long term. He wants to contribute to a neighborhood he values

highly.

Friends of Trees (FOT): FOT will start planting trees in neighborhoods for this season starting in

October. All participants must be vaccinated against COVID. Check the Friends of Trees website

for information.

Other Items:

1) Gun violence in Portland is a concern, with increased acts of gunfire heard in BWNA. The

suggestion was made that BWNA needs to reconstitute a safety committee, and press City

leaders to take action.

2) Status of up-coming BWNA meetings: In-person or via Zoom? It was decided by the board to

wait two weeks to follow CDC updates and then decide whether to resume in-person meetings.

Some board members favor keeping all future meeting on Zoom.  Further discussion on this

issue will be held at the next BWNA meeting.

Meeting adjourned by President Tim Gillespie at 8:32pm

Respectfully submitted, Barbara Strunk, Secretary

OFFICERS

President: Tim Gillespie; 2915 N. E. 38th St.; 97212; gillespi@teleport.com

503-287-6272

Vice President: Andrew Rinke; 3707 N.E. Failing St., 97212; mailto:aprinke@gmail.com.

503-893-2504

Secretary: Barbara Strunk; 3444 N. E. 35th Place, 97212; wolsey_9@hotmail.com

503-284-7502

mailto:gillespi@teleport.com
mailto:aprinke@gmail.com
mailto:wolsey_9@hotmail.com


Treasurer: Karla Lenox; 4342 N. E. 36th Ave., 97211; karla.lenox@centurylink.net

Cell 503-686-5915

Immediate Past President: Tim Hemstreet; 3225 NE 42nd Ave., 97213; themstre@yahoo.com

Home: 503-239-6231 (preferred); Cell:  503-807-4001

AT-LARGE DIRECTORS

Position # 1: John Sandie; 3425 N. E. Fremont St., 97212; sandiefam@gmail.com

Cell  219-508-4162

Position # 2: Al Ellis; 3635 N. E. Skidmore St., 97211; aje0280@gmail.com

home = 503-287-0477 (preferred)   cell = 971-219-1831

Position # 3: Sam Balto; 4336 NE 35th Ave., 97211; sambalto@gmail.com

Cell 202-309-0343

Position # 4: vacant

Position # 5: Patty Nelson; 4230 NE Klickitat St., 97213; patty4230@gmail.com

503-281-8035

Position # 6: Gary Hancock; 3404 N. E. Bryce St., 97212; outside503@aol.com

503-367-0862

Position # 7: Derek Humbard; 3919 N.E. 41st Ave., 97212; dhumbard@gmail.com

503-351-4523

Position # 8: vacant

Position #9: vacant

Position # 10: vacant
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